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T.E.A.M. DAY FOR
PHYSICAL AND FISCAL HEALTH
After several years of sponsoring a
September Walk-A-Thon, we decided this
year to change our focus and announced
an annual T.E.A.M. Day (Together Exercise
and Motivate) which took place on our 44th
Street play-street on Friday, September 21.
The students who participated played
cooperative games for physical health as
well as to raise needed funds for the
continued fiscal health of the Academy.
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Students played boxball, tried to move a
large cage ball by hitting it with smaller
balls, tried to move a parachute that
contained a bucket of water in its
center without spilling any water, as
well as other age-appropriate tasks
working with a parachute. The day was
not intended to be competitive, rather a
team building morning filled with entertaining fun for all.
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I am excited to be in contact with you again as we begin a new academic year at the
academy. Our academy magazine, Horizons in Gold and Blue, is a colorful, vibrant
way to share information about significant and interesting events with our current
families, our loyal alums, and our friends.
In this issue, we are highlighting the following people, programs and activities:
▲ The Road to an Absolute Charter — Our Recent Accreditations from Advanc-Ed
and the Catholic School Accreditation Association
▲ Catholic Identity — The Role of Parents as the Spiritual Teachers of Their
Children
▲ Dance and Theatre — Programs in the Arts that Support Our Commitment to
Educating the Whole Child
▲ World Languages — A Look at Our World Language Programs through
Berlitz
▲ Spotlight on the Board of Directors — Thoughts from a Board Member:
Sr. Joan Martin, O.P.
▲ The LabLearner System — Our New S.T.E.M. Program – Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics from Kindergarten to Eighth Grade
The list above outlines just some of the interesting and entertaining articles contained
in this issue. Those of us who are the current custodians of the rich traditions of
St. Joseph are grateful to you — our parent and alumni
communities, for your support through the years. The
sacrifices you make by sharing your time and talents and
your financial contributions to our annual fund or tuition
support enable us to continue to provide the students with
an excellent Catholic education at approximately one-third
the cost per student in the public sector.
We deeply appreciate those sacrifices
that currently permit over four hundred
boys and girls to receive the gift of a
Catholic education at St. Joseph Catholic
Academy! ✖
S I N C E R E L Y

,

L U K E N A W R O C K I
Principal

“Those of us who are
the current custodians
of the rich traditions
of St. Joseph are
grateful to you — our
parent and alumni
communities, for your
support through the
years.”
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of St. Dominic for the last 55 years and have been
totally dedicated to Catholic school education for all of these years. I taught on just
about every level of elementary school before I became a school principal in 1973.
I served as a principal from that time until 2014, a total of 41 years serving in this role
at St. Frances de Chantal School in Brooklyn, St. Fidelis School in College Point, and
fifteen years at St. Agnes High School in College Point.
I earned a Bachelor’s Degree from St. John’s University, a Master’s Degree from
Fordham University and a Degree in School Administration from CW Post. At this time
in my “retirement” years, I continue to work for the Diocese of Brooklyn/Queens in
the roles of mentor for many of our elementary academies. I find it most rewarding to
work with our present day administrators as well as many committed members of their
Boards.
Actually, I must admit, my enthusiasm for and commitment to Catholic education
all began as a result of the outstanding education I received at St. Joseph’s. Still to this
day, I think fondly of the many outstanding teachers I experienced in elementary school.
In September 2012, St. Joseph School was renamed St. Joseph Catholic Academy.
This was in keeping with the new governance model for our Catholic elementary
schools, which was determined by our Diocesan Bishop DiMarzio and his advisors.
The question was asked by many at the time, “Why is St. Joseph now called St. Joseph
Catholic Academy?”
Actually, this new governance plan was very forward thinking as our beloved St.
Joseph now has a Board of Directors in addition to the Member Board consisting of
the Bishop, the pastors of the six parishes aligned to the Academy, and key staff of the
superintendent’s office.
About three years ago, I was invited to be a director on this outstanding board.
It was an honor for me to be asked to join them as I am a Sister of St. Dominic, the
founding religious congregation of the school at its inception, and I share with you
proudly, that I am a graduate of St. Joseph School, Class of 1957.
The members of the Board of Directors are all volunteers who are extremely
talented and among them share expertise in the areas of finance, business, marketing,
the political arena, and education. Personally, I have learned so much from them, and
I must admit that I have never worked with a more committed group of professionals.
Their commitment to the present and future success of St. Joseph Catholic Academy
is truly incredible. The academic program offered at the Academy is the best you will
find in any elementary school and the student success is outstanding in all areas of the
curriculum. Being a board member and graduate of St. Joseph are two special gifts
for me.
As alumni of St. Joseph, I proudly share with you that your elementary school
is in excellent hands, governed by a most caring board who work tirelessly to insure
excellence at the school, and their efforts are effective. The present principal, Luke
Nawrocki, has been associated with St. Joseph since 1998, and is truly a committed
educator of excellence. After the commitment of over 100 years on the part of the
Sisters of St. Dominic, there is still so very much to be proud of at our alma mater in
2018.

Sister Joan Martin, O.P.

“The members of the
Board of Directors
are all volunteers
who are extremely
talented and among
them share expertise
in the areas of
finance, business,
marketing, the
political arena, and
education. ... Being a
board member and
graduate of St. Joseph
are two special gifts
for me.”
Continue to thank
God for the outstanding
education you received
at St. Joseph for it was
truly the gift of a lifetime.
Don’t hesitate to support
this shining gem in Astoria
whenever presented with
the opportunity. ✖
Sister Joan is currently
serving as the secretary of
the board of directors at
St. Joseph Catholic Academy.
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REFLECTION BY
MONSIGNOR SEAN G. OGLE ’64

Catholic Identity

“Facebook, Guardian Angels and Fruitful Trees”

“PARENTS

Monsignor
Sean G. Ogle
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first responsibility
for the education of their children. They bear
witness to this responsibility first by creating a home
where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and
disinterested service are the rule. The home is well
suited for education in the virtues. This requires an
apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and
self-mastery — the preconditions of all true freedom.
Parents should teach their children to subordinate the
‘material and instinctual dimensions to interior and
spiritual ones.’ Parents have a grave responsibility
to give good example to their children. By knowing
how to acknowledge their own failings to their
children, parents will be better able to guide and
correct them.” (CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, SECTION 2223)
I enjoy using Facebook, primarily as a means
of presenting interesting pastoral links about faith,
about Our Lord and Our Lady, and about pastoral
life and activities in my parish, Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in Astoria. Every day, I try to post a piece of
religious music — traditional or modern
— somehow connected to the daily Mass
scripture readings. Recently, on the feast
of the Guardian Angels, I posted a hymn
that was a variation on the Guardian
Angels prayer that I learned in first grade
in St Joseph School from Sister Vita.
Many of you probably know it as well:
“Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to
whom God’s love commits me here.
Ever this day be at my side to light and
guard, to rule and guide. Amen.” I was
surprised to see that it became very
quickly one of the most popular posts
I ever offered, with 322 “reached” and dozens of
“likes,” and many comments that people loved this
prayer in their childhood. I also referenced it at the
Academy Mass that I celebrated for the children on
that day, and was pleased to see how many of the
current children were able to say the prayer with me.
This experience was a vivid example to me
of two things: that adults indeed remember even
the simple elements of faith they learn as children;
and secondly, that children of every generation are
willing and eager to learn and talk about their faith.
The fact is that every human being has a capacity and
need for faith, and that we are enriched as persons

t w o

when we know it well. In a world where there is so
much confusion about “identity,” there is no question
that faith is at the core of our fundamental God-given
identity as His beloved children. But that identity
must be protected, formed, and nurtured throughout
one’s life, especially when there are so many negative
forces that try to create incomplete or even false
“identities” which deny our most basic identity as
God’s beloved sons and daughters.
The teachers and staff at St Joseph Catholic
Academy do their best to communicate to the
children their prayers, commandments, sacraments
and values. From my weekly visits to the classes
there, I think they do a marvelous job, and the
atmosphere is a truly Christian and respectful one
for both the children and for the adults. But we as
educators need parents and family to reinforce the
formalities of the faith with the living of that faith,
particularly in reference to daily actions, words and
customs in the home. My family always prayed the
Guardian Angel prayer before bedtime, when we
were young, and habits such as that obviously stayed
with me and others. Likewise, how you as parents
guide the choice of language, TV shows, movies,
video games and even friends can either reinforce the
good Catholic identity learned in school, or effectively undercut it. The habit of daily prayer and Catholic
devotions can make all the difference in what kind
of identity a child grows up with. In addition to the
fine guidance you receive from SJCA, I would suggest
several practices parents should consider in the home
in order to model good behavior for their children:
▲ Pray with your children. Certainly at meals, in
the morning and evening, but also before a trip,
before a big game, or when family members
are sick or challenged in some way. If possible,
incorporate some bible reading into your family
prayer time.
▲ Hold on to the baptismal candle you got the day
your child was baptized, and take it out at their
birthday party to light when you say grace, to
remind them they have a spiritual birth as well
as a physical one.
▲ Keep holy the Lord’s Day. That’s a commandment for adults, not just youngsters. Little
ones can’t easily go to Sunday Mass without an
adult. Good adult habits need to be formed in
our early years.

▲

▲

▲

▲
▲

▲

Have religious objects visible in your home.
We have pictures of beloved grandparents and
relatives; why not of Jesus, Mary, and the saints?
And having a small holy water font at the front
door reminds us all that the Lord protects “our
going out and our coming in.”
Likewise, have good Catholic books around your
home, and not just children’s books. A paperback copy of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church should be in every Catholic home.
Let the children know when you’re going to
confession so they realize it’s not just a kid’s
thing.
Watch your language.
Watch what they’re watching on the Internet,
smart-phones and video-games. (Did you
know Microsoft founder Bill and Melinda Gates
didn’t allow their kids to own a smart phone
until they were 14 years old, and even then
placed time limits on how much they could
use it?)
Include your children on some Christian service
projects such as visiting the homebound,
volunteering in a food pantry, or collecting for
the needy.

“As the twig is bent, so grows the tree.” Thus
says the old proverb. More importantly, the fruit
produced by the tree will be as good as its roots, its
soil, and its nourishment. Faith is our most important fruit as human beings, and parents have the chief
role in assuring its growth and maturation in the
young. Let us remember the wise words of our
Catholic Catechism:
“Education in the faith by the parents should
begin in the child’s earliest years. This already
happens when family members help one another to
grow in faith by the witness of a Christian life in
keeping with the Gospel. Family catechesis precedes,
accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction
in the faith. Parents have the mission of teaching
their children to pray and to discover their vocation
as children of God. The parish is the Eucharistic
community and the heart of the liturgical life of
Christian families; it is a privileged place for the
catechesis of children and parents.” (CATECHISM OF
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, SECTION 2226) ✖
Monsignor Sean G. Ogle is a graduate of St Joseph School
in Astoria (1964), Cathedral Prep Elmhurst, Immaculate
Conception Seminary Huntington, and NYU. He is the
Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Sits on the
St. Joseph Catholic Academy Board of Members, is Dean
(coordinator) for the eight parishes of Long Island City, and
chaplain for the local Kiwanis Club.
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Several years ago, the Academy instituted a Big and
Little Brother and Sister Program which pairs students
from first and eighth grade, kindergarten and seventh
grade, nursery and fifth grade, third and sixth grade, and
second and fourth grade to give the older children an
opportunity to be positive role models to the younger
students while teaching responsibility, cooperation, and
mutual respect. The students meet in their Big and Little
Brother and Sister Groups several times throughout the
year to celebrate holidays, build team spirit, and share
other academic and social experiences. Their first event
for this academic year was to attend liturgy together
on October 2 — the occasion appropriately of the Feast
of the Guardian Angels. Liturgy was celebrated by
Monsignor Sean Ogle — pastor of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church in Astoria. ✖

“But we as
educators need
parents and family
to reinforce the
formalities of the
faith with the
living of that faith,
particularly in
reference to daily
actions, words
and customs in
the home.”

(top)
Eighth and first graders
sitting together at the Mass
commemorating the Feast
of the Guardian Angels
(bottom)
Sixth and third graders
present the offertory gifts
to Monsignor Ogle
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AMANDA BRUTON & STEVEN WEST
TEACHING ARTISTS FROM STAGES ON THE SOUND

The Creative

and Dramatic Arts at the Acedemy

S TA G E S

ON THE

S O U N D ’ S acclaimed school residency

program has been sending teaching artists into schools for more than
ten years. During the last four years, Stages has been generously
supported by the Elizabeth Ann Seton Trust founded by the diocese.
Stages teaching artists typically work with elementary aged students
exploring different ways to tell stories. Our residency program serves
over 18,000 students annually at Catholic Schools in NYC and New
York State.
We are thrilled to be partnering with St. Joseph again this year.
Some of St. Joe’s youngest learners will be receiving the traditional
sixteen-week residency programming where they will learn some
fundamentals of storytelling and filmmaking. In addition, again this
year, we have the unique opportunity to be in residency each Monday
from mid-September to mid-May with the eighth graders. During the
first half of the school year, we are diving into the power, passion, and
relevance of Shakespeare. Our exploration of the Bard’s work will
culminate with a thirty-minute abridged performance of Julius Caesar.
Once the lights come down on our classical production, in January,
we shift our focus to more contemporary texts by exploring famous
speeches given by the world’s most influential people. We hope a
thoughtful and self-reflective analysis of these great orators will inspire
us to end our work this spring with a showcase of the eighth graders
delivering some of these speeches; or even writing and performing
some original words of their own. ✖
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First graders
“acting” out
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(top to bottom)
Eighth graders
enjoying exercises
in drama class
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Dance:

A Universal Language

DANCE

IS A UNIVERSAL

language used to
communicate thoughts, feelings, and ideas through
movement. Additionally, learning dance has been shown
to help with spatial awareness, musicality, critical thinking,
creativity, discipline, and dedication — to name a few.
The Amy Marshall Dance Company (AMDC) is a national
and international touring dance company led by Artistic
Director Amy Marshall and Executive Director Chad Levy.
The company is thrilled to continue the collaboration
with St. Joseph Catholic Academy to bring dance and the
performing arts into the classroom. Twice a week, students
of the third and fourth grades immerse themselves in dance
and choreography culminating in performances both in
January with the Amy Marshall Dance Company and during
the Academy’s Fine Arts Festival Night later in the spring. ✖

Fourth graders
learning about
stretching,
breathing, and
movement under
the direction of
Amy Marshall.

The June graduates received in excess of
one-hundred thousand dollars in high school
scholarship offers for their freshman year of
high school — the 2018-2019 academic year.
Our 2018 graduates were offered acceptances to the following high schools: Regis High
School, Loyola, Molloy High School, The Mary
Louis Academy, St. John’s Preparatory High
School, Monsignor McClancy Memorial High
School, St. Vincent Ferrer High School, Xavier
High School, Holy Cross High School, Art and
Design High School, LaGuardia High School
of Music, Art and the Performing Arts, The
High School of Fashion Industries, Aviation
High School, Higley High School, Wadleigh
Secondary School, Robert Wagner High
School, Grover Cleveland High School, The
Baccalaureate School of Global Education,
Benjamin Cardoza High School, Brooklyn
Technical High School, Townsend Harris, and
the Bronx High School of Science.

Congratulations to the newest alums from
2018! ✖
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the way we think about the world around
us — and this is particularly true for children. Whether it’s an opportunity
to converse with others while traveling, enhancing native language skills, or
preparing for future opportunities, learning a new language is a valuable addition
to your child’s curriculum and can expand their world beyond the classroom.
Language learning leads to overall success
Learning a second language improves overall cognitive development, and it
can often lead to better performance in other courses and subjects — and even
leading to higher test scores.
Research has shown that students who have studied a world language
ultimately perform better in other subjects in school and on college entrance
exams, like the American College Test (ACT) and the SAT.1
So, whether the goal is to become conversational for basic communication
or to gain fluency, courses in a world language can lead to better grades which
can mean more opportunities for advancement in college and career.

”

Peer-to-peer learning
The investment in time and effort into learning a new language yields benefits
beyond the language itself. Certainly, a new language means future educational
and professional opportunities, but the lessons themselves can be fun, too, with
improved communication and social skills as potential byproducts.
A foreign language curriculum relies upon interaction through conversation
— with both instructors and fellow students. This gives children a chance to
learn in a whole new way, learning in an environment that encourages participation, keeping students engaged throughout the course.
In a peer-to-peer setting, language-learning lessons enable students to
improve their existing language skills, increase their ability to interact with others
— leading to improved social skills, and even grow their overall confidence.
Expand their world
It’s never too early to begin learning a language. Not only is it fun, it’s a strong
supplement to the traditional core classes taught in school and promotes healthy
development, opening opportunities beyond the classroom.
At St. Joseph Catholic Academy, we partner with Berlitz Languages for
our Spanish and Mandarin language programs. The lessons are student-centered
and utilize an interactive teaching method encouraging participation. While
benefiting overall cognitive development, the engaging programs motivate
students and make them want to learn. Learning a new language gives your
child a significant advantage in the classroom and beyond! ✖
1 Actfl.org. (2018). Studies Supporting Increased Academic Achievement | American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages. [online] Available at: https://www.actfl.org/advocacy/what- theresearch-shows/studies-supporting#satact [Accessed 4 Sep. 2018].
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top to bottom:
Nellie Elias,
Spanish Teacher
Janet Lui,
Mandarin Teacher
Isabel Velez,
Spanish Teacher

BY

DONNA

LACOVARA

Future Scientists
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EXCITEMENT FILLED

the halls of St. Joseph Catholic Academy
in September of 2017 as the students in Kindergarten through Eighth
Grade were introduced to LabLearner. In the words of an Eighth
Grader, “LabLearner provides hands-on experiments that are fun,
entertaining, and help us learn the topic.” On a similar note, a Third
Grade girl says, “I like LabLearner because you do experiments with
a group of people. I like interacting with them. Everyone participates
and each week we do something different."
Formally, Lablearner is an interactive science education system
in which interaction among students is developed from the students
working in groups. Structured around a spiraling curriculum,
Lablearner uses scientific concepts, such as Photosynthesis, Simple
Machines, Our Solar System, and Acids and Bases, from previous years
to build upon the next. For example, Properties of Solids and Liquids
are introduced to the students in First Grade. Knowledge of this topic
is then carried into Third Grade, with a study of the Properties of
Matter, and is then carried all the way to Seventh Grade, where this
knowledge is crucial to understanding the study of Atomic Structure.
In addition to being a valuable science education system,
Lablearner incorporates other vital academic skills, such as technology,
math, and engineering, making it a STEM program. Reading, writing,
and critical thinking are incorporated as well. Lablearner even helps
the students develop their fine motor skills while working on lab
experiments.
As a teacher, it is easy to see the value and benefits this type of
reinforcement has in the overall education of our students. It is a
wholesome process, in which each concept is introduced, reinforced,
investigated, and finally discussed and concluded. As a result, the
students acquire and retain a deeper understanding of science, and they
have fun doing so. Just ask any First Grader and she will tell you,
“I love science. I love answering questions. I love doing experiments.
And I love wearing my lab coat.” ✖
Donna LaCovara teaches physical education and
seventh and eighth grade science and is coordinator
of the science program at the Academy. She taught
at several schools in the diocese before coming to
St. Joseph in 2001.

“Just ask any
First Grader and
she will tell you,
‘I love science.
I love answering
questions. I love
doing experiments.
And I love wearing
my lab coat.’”

(top and center)
Mrs. LaCovara’s eighth graders
learning through experimentation
(bottom)
Mr. Saez (background) and his
sixth graders employing the
scientific method. Mr. Saez is
the lab instructor for all classes —
kindergarten to sixth grade.
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transformation from parish
school to independent academy is the awarding of an absolute
charter from the New York State Board of Regents. Prior to making
application for the absolute charter, an academy must meet certain
other criteria. Over the past few years since becoming an academy
in 2012, St. Joseph has met those criteria by developing a three-year
strategic plan in 2016, and was awarded accreditation in 2018 by one
of the foremost educational accreditation institutions — Advanc-Ed
— composed of three regional agencies encompassing a global network
of over 34,000 educational institutions in more than seventy countries
that are committed to continuous improvement through accreditation.
In September 2017, the Academy community began a year-long
process of self-study that culminated in a two-day visit last spring by
the Engagement Review Team — a group of educators from AdvancEd during which the team interviewed one-hundred and thirty-nine
constituents — including board members, parents, faculty, staff, and
students, evaluated the overall program, studied the self-examination
report of the Academy’s local improvement committee, and conducted
observations of the children and teachers in the classrooms.
The Engagement Review Team used the Advanc-Ed Performance
Standards Diagnostic to evaluate the Academy in three domains —
leadership capacity, learning capacity, and resource capacity. Points
were awarded for each of thirty performance quality standards
within the three domains. For each standard, an Academy is rated
as (1) needing improvement, (2) emerging (basically a recognition that
the standard was being positively addressed, (3) meets expectations,
and (4) exceeds expectations. For eight of the standards, the Academy
received the “emerging” rating; for another eight, we received the
“meets expectations” rating, and for the final fourteen standards, we
received the “exceeds expectations” rating. We are extraordinarily
pleased to report that the team did not assign the “needing improvement” rating to our Academy in any of the thirty performance quality
standards.
The Advanc-Ed Team concluded several powerful practices at the
Academy as follows:
(1) St. Joseph Catholic Academy has a cohesive and effective
governance leadership relationship whereby the board of
directors and the principal fulfill their respective roles in a
highly effective manner.
(2) The positive culture of care instilled by the leadership and
staff permeates the entire Academy, creating a positive
climate that supports learning by all students.
(3) The strategic planning is truly exemplary and has served to
guide the Academy in continuous improvement.
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Needs Improvement
Emerging
Meets Expectations
Exceeds Expectations

Rating

Number of
Standards

Needs Improvement

0

Emerging

8

Meets Expectations

8

Exceeds Expectations

14

(4) The Academy demonstrates a
sincere commitment to fostering
and nurturing community and
service within the school, among
the aligned parishes, and in
the greater Astoria/Long Island
City area.
As per the visiting team’s recommendations for continuous improvement,
the Academy will (1) continue the
collaborative engagement with the aligned
parishes to grow enrollment and more
strongly position the Academy within
the life of the six aligned parishes,
(2) implement more formative assessments
of student performance, and create
professional learning groups within the
faculty to discuss student achievement
and differentiated instruction practices,
and (3) continue to integrate the use of
technology throughout the grades.
In their concluding narrative, the
review team wrote the following:
“St. Joseph Catholic Academy is a
school committed to the communities it

A c t i v e

L e a r n i n g

E n v i r o n m e n t s

serves. This is evident in their decision-making, through their service
activities, and their commitment to educating the whole child. This
commitment is threaded throughout all stakeholder groups, beginning
with the board of directors and the principal. The example set by
the leadership is carried out through classrooms by the staff and into
the community by the students and parents. The longevity of the
staff at the Academy speaks to the commitment to the mission of the
school and the six parish communities it serves.
The curriculum offered at the Academy is strong and aligned
with expectations of the State of New York. The offerings are
reflective of the continued commitment to developing a well rounded
individual. Faith is woven throughout the school day and remains
critical to the mission. All staff members are committed to that
mission and carry out their duties in a way that demonstrates
personal investment to see the Academy succeed.
The term “caring culture” does not seem quite strong enough
to adequately describe the fully embedded care that exudes for
everyone at the Academy as well as the extended community. The
strong feeling of care permeated all the activities and classrooms.
This culture speaks to the longstanding historical mission to St.
Joseph Catholic Academy and its place in Astoria/Long Island City.”
As part of the Advanc-Ed visit, the Academy was also evaluated
in terms of its Catholic identity and has been awarded accreditation
by the CSAA (Catholic School Accreditation Association). ✖

Some of the opportunities
offered at the Academy that
develop the “whole child”

Pictured is a class of first graders using
iPads to learn and collaborate during an
afternoon activity. As part of our continuing
commitment to making digital technology
available to more students, the Academy
has recently leased iPads for children in
kindergarten through third grade, which
makes such technology available now to all
students from K to 8. ✖

(top and bottom)
First graders
with Mrs. Calix
exploring their
new iPads for
the first time
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Mr. Chin Nguyen, a native of Vietnam, is a seminarian currently studying for
the priesthood for our diocese and is assigned to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel —
one of the Academy’s aligned parishes. Mr. Chin is a familiar face at St.
Joseph — having played on the faculty team in the annual Eighth Grade vs.
Faculty Volleyball Game last year. This year, Mr. Chin is visiting the second
graders and assisting the second grade teachers to provide the children with
spiritual preparation for their reception of First Eucharist in May. ✖

E i g h t h
F o c u s

G r a d e
D a y

One of our many traditions at the Academy is the eighth grade Focus Day
which takes place in early October at Immaculate Conception Center in
Douglaston each fall. Under the guidance of their teachers and retreat
director, Tony Bellizi, the eighth graders spend a day of prayer, discussion
and activities that help them to focus on their responsibilities in their final year
of elementary school. The day offers them the chance to establish particular
goals for themselves — individually and as a class — for the year. Roughly
two weeks after their Focus Day experience, the students with their parents
and invited guests take part in a special ceremony in church during which
the students each receive a class ring to symbolize the special responsibilities
they have as eighth graders. ✖

SOME REACTIONS TO FOCUS DAY
FROM THE EIGHTH GRADERS :

“Focus Day gave us the
chance to learn about
each other in ways we
never could before.
We bonded and gained
more respect for one
another and have
become a more understanding group.”
“I felt comfortable
sharing how I felt deep
down with my classmates and it gave me
an immense sense of
comfort.”

Eighth graders enjoying
lunch and participating
in the opening discussion
at Focus Day 2018
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“My experience on
Focus Day was amazing.
We did many activities
that strengthened our
relationship with God
and with one another.
This experience made
us closer to each other
and we were able to lift
our burdens to God.”

T h e
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S c h o l a r s h i p

P i c c i r i l l o
F u n d

Earlier this year, we were contacted by two of our cherished alumni, Cristina
Piccirillo Ganesh and Carlo Piccirillo, who are interested in establishing a
scholarship endowment fund in support of St. Joseph Catholic Academy.
After their dad, Antonio Piccirillo, had passed, they sought a way to honor his
memory and celebrate his dedication to Catholic education. Through Carlo’s
and Cristina's generosity and commitment to this cause, we are happy to
establish the Antonio Piccirillo Scholarship Fund. This extraordinary gift will
allow for two half-tuition scholarships to be awarded each year to students
whose families face financial difficulties in paying the yearly tuition. On behalf
of the entire St. Joseph Catholic Academy Community, we express our heartfelt gratitude and assure Carlo and Cristina that their dad’s memory will live
on each year through the students who will benefit from this very special and
generous gift. ✖

A child-friendly version of the
Academy mission statement
hangs in all classrooms and
common areas. It is recited
by the students every day after
morning prayer.

F u n d a m e n t a l
P h i l o s o p h y
In keeping with our fundamental philosophy – expressed in St. Matthew
7:12 — and reflected in every major religion of the world, and popularized as
the “Golden Rule,” we have reminders throughout the building to encourage
children to act as they would like to be treated. Here is a sample from our
school cafeteria. ✖
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A l u m n i
H e l p i n g

C o n t r i b u t i o n s
t o

S u p p o r t

S t.

J o s e p h

We are thankful to the 350 alums that have made contributions to the development
efforts of the Academy from September 2012 through August 2018. The total
contributions which include two parents, a friend of the Academy, and the estate
of John J. Dolan ’60, amount to $718,487. Our current students who are the direct
beneficiaries of your generosity send you their thanks and best wishes.

1938
Krejci, John
Solimino, Mary
1939
Quinn O.P., Charles
1940
Deasy, Elaine
McHugh, Marilyn
O’Leary, John J.
1941
O’Reilly, Teresa Sheehan
1944
Cullen, Margaret
Fuchs, Herta C.
Woodward, Marian
1945
Boylan, Philip
Collins, Nora
Kilkelly, Frank
McManus, Barry
Parks, Charlotte
1946
Cummings, Arthur
DeRosa, George
Finan, William
Geronimo, Joseph
Ilchert, Beverly
Keane, Vincent
Keating, Francis & Joan
Storch McLoughlin, Patricia
Smith, Philip
Smith, Dorothy
1947
Buckley, Margaret
Butler, Veronica
Foley, Francis
Frost, Patricia
Groat, Dorothy
Marek, Robert
Quinn, Eugene & Therese
1948
Boyle, Jeanne
Brisk, Donald
Coleman, Anthony
Conrad, Hilda
Hausmann, Jean
Horak, Elizabeth
Kelly, John
McTague, Alice
Rohan, Margaret
Smith, John
1949
Burke, Mary McManus
Doyle, Walter
Gallagher, John
Gressert, Theresa
Hardy, Edward
Keane, Joseph M.
McNulty, Patricia Mcgrath
O’Neil, Rita
Rice, Patricia Harkin
1950
Burns, Robert
Carbine, Eugene
Carusi, John
Dolan, James
Glamkowski, Edward
Goehring, Edward
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Hawkins, William
Lombard, Richard
Keane, Marieanne Lang
Mangan, Loretta
Reddy, Tom
Sullivan, Daniel
1951
Adams, Catherine
Bradli, Patricia
Burns, Edward
Collins, Cornelius
Connors, James
Fields, Matthew & Joan
Gillen, Neal P.
Maloney, Mary Alice
O’Connor, John
Walsh, James
1952
Barry, Duncan A.
Baxter, Jay
Begley, James
Crowley, Maureen
Doherty, OP, Sr. Jane
Fields, Joan
Hughes, Edward
Keelan, James
Kelly, Marilyn
Lang, Frank
Maroney, Mary Hurley
McAllister, Barbara
Meehan, Margaret
Muldoon, Joseph
Murphy, Thomas
Sena, Vincent
Vrondis, Elizabeth
1953
Begley, Alberta Candia
Burger, William
Carlino, Barbara
Cavanaugh, Michael
Coleman, John & Jane
Crean, Eileen
Gibbons, Peter
Leavy, Edward
Lynch, Thomas
Morley, Walter
Morawski, George
Mullen, Mary Ann
Palumbo, Eileen
Passero, Margaret
Silk, Edward
Tanner, Charles
1954
Barrett, Carolyn
Belmonte, James
Bettigole, Michel
Candia, Joseph
Grady, Joanne
Griffin, John C.
Hargadon, Brice
Keating, James
McGrattan, Mary
Muldoon, Frank
Pannasch, Edward
Silk, Kathleen
1955
Cahill, Cecelia
Donnelly, Joan Schreiber

Grady, Joanne
Hauser, Anna May
Houghton, Allen
Leupold, Robert
Lucey, Dennis
Marsh, Victor
McKeown, William
McQuade, Charles
Rehse, Jeremiah
Ricci, Stella
Roeder, Edmond
Young, Barbara
1956
Agnes, Michael
Candela, Salvatore
Cavanaugh, Catherine
Catterson
Clark, Carol Ann
Donnelly, James
Farrell, Robert
Foley, Timothy
Griffin, Lawrence
Halpin, Joyce
McCormack, Michael
McCauley, Cecelia
O’Brien, Shelagh
O’Donnell, Hugh
Shay, Thomas H.
1957
Aulbach, Philip
Baxter, Margaret
Candia, Jim
Coleman, Edward
Gaudett, Patrick
Hargadon, Maureen
Lanzone, Richard
Lawlor, James
Lynch, Michael J.
Moffett, Edward F.
Neglia, John
Salter, William
Tinnelly, James
Zampella, Patty
1958
Begley, John
Healy, John
Mahoney, Anne
Medici, Mario
Moran, Mary Ann
Nagle, Robert
Tomitz, Frank and Ann
1959
Anselmo, Maureen Goepfert
Bruno, Grasso Diane
Carbon, Evelyn
Cavanaugh, Margaret
Fox, John
Gaudett, Dennis
Griffin, Maureen
Lantz, Kathy
Parrett, William & Diane
Ruggiero, Regina
Syracuse, Michael
1960
Conroy, John
Dann, Janet
Donohue, Kathleen
Gisquet, Marcel

Gozdziewski, John
Hattauer, Edward
Horan, James
Nelson, Catherine
Orlando, Roseann
Peterman, Geraghty
Marianne
Quail, James
Quinn, Terry
Wierer, Richard
1961
Dituri, Joan
Festa, Lawrence
Hofelich, Anne
Lynch, John
Williamson, James
1962
Calhoun, Barbara
Dionisio, John
Hillmann, Mike
Jaklitsch, Anna
Jappe, Kathleen
Lucey, Neil
Lynch, John
Makowski, Mary
Novak, Viviano Catherine
Plichta, George
1963
Dillon, Joseph
Farrell, James
Feeney, Thomas M.
Hoch, Kenneth
Killian, Linda
Kline, Eileen
Libraro, Philip
Novak, Paul
Ostachowsky, Paul
Paccione, Frank
Petrizzi, Linda
Richmond, Robin
Sliss, Gerald
Terracciano, Anthony
Wright, Patricia
1964
Barnickle, John
Bertone, Steven M.
Butler, Denis M.
Gozdziewski, Charles
Iocco, Dominick
Light, Deborah
McCabe, Margaret
Stolfi, Fred
1965
Keane, John
Schmitt, Eric
Shay, Kevin
Westing, Terry
1966
Destefano, Thomas
Mills, Edwin
Potocnik, Frank
Rice, Anne
Rice, Lewis
Smith, John
Smith (Schatz), Linda
1967
Bainton, Andrew
Butler, Kevin

Dimartino, Raymond
Pavacic, James
Schlatter, Douglas
1968
Cacio, Victor
Flannery, William A.
Horgan, Joanne
Lamothe, Mary
Lenoach, Philip
Marin, Allyson
O’Neill, Michael
Parisi, Donna
Rutherford, Ann
Schubert, Ann Marie
Schwartz, Geraldine
Smith, Leonard
Solazzo, Peter
Wanek, John
1969
Christman, Edward
Fassetta, Robert
Kelly, Antonia
LaPorta, Vincent A.
Marin, Pamela
O’Connor, Edward
Sweeney, Father William
Tomitz, Ann
1970
Arning, Mark
Baratta, Michael
Bossbaly, Jose
Krejci, Evelyn
Lozzi, Robert
McDermott, Mary
Serventi, Natalie
1971
Bolebruch, Robert
Raftery, John
Carlino, Carmelo
March, James
Ruppel, Warren
1972
Ciorciari, Eileen
Gentilella, Sabato
Jordan, John
Kelly, Peter
Platania, Robert
Roker, Glenn
1973
Buffa, Salvatore
Casamassa, Donna
Feierman, Annette
O’Dwyer, Joyce
1974
Bolkart, Peter
Filipich-Pergamo Frances
Pecoraro Christine
1975
Bavaro, Anne
Bosco, Richard
Chevalier, Andrea
Divirgilio, Anna
Petruccelli, Antimo
Roccia, Anthony
1976
Martin, Mary
Peranio, Mary Anne
1977
Burno, Alice
Grassi, Rocco
1978
Champion, Patricia
1979
Solvestri, Maria
1980
Raziano, Anna Marie
Wojcicki, Yvonne

1981
Butler, Thomas
Rogers, Thomas
1982
Bryant, Mary
1983
Ferguson, Patrick
Vlkovic, Stephen
Zupicich, Marc
1984
Sullivan, Tracy
1985
Chalao*, Annmarie C.
1986
Lengyel-Kremenic, Clara
Nuccio, Frank
Patrissi, Mario
1987
Taibi, Elaina
Toal, Lawrence
1988
Beitelman, Cathy
Butkovic, Julie
Kile, Venus
1989
Labrador, Veronica
McKenna, Lorraine
1990
Primiani, Lisa
1992
Lomanto, Diego S.
Primiani, Anthony & Assuntina
1993
Pimentel, Brenda
1997
Malkusz, Danielle
1998
DeRosa, Danielle
Dimicco, Gianpaolo
Gallagher, Matthew
1999
Bianco, Justin
2000
Smith, Kristin
2005
Argento, Anthony
2008
Urroz, Olga

UNKNOWN GRADUATION YEAR

Bauer, Angela
Burch, Catherine
Byrne (deceased), Anne
Csikar, Julius
Fitzgerald, Edward
Jimenez, Roxanna
Lanzone, Leonard
Mahoney, Jim
Marian, Carol
Mullen, Regina
Scott, Mary
Tomitz, Erwin
Weber, Teresa
GIFTS

Grund, Jeanette
PARENTS OF CURRENT STUDENTS

Amerio, Dora
Dongshi, Sangye
THE ESTATE OF

James J. Dolan,
Class of 1950
*Corpus Christi Graduate
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Before we close the pages of this issue of Horizons, I’d like to ask for your assistance
to help keep St. Joseph a vital and viable Catholic elementary academy in the diocese.
Most importantly, I ask for your continued support — first, by your prayers that
God will continue to bless the St. Joseph Community for years to come — and second,
by any contribution that you can afford to give. Graduates of the sixties and before
were fortunate in that their parents paid little or no tuition because of the sacrifices of
the Sisters of St. Dominic and lay colleagues to the educational mission of the parish.
Today, Catholic education to be strong must continue to rely on the sacrifices of
people who wish to give it as a gift to young children. Our parents make the financial
sacrifice of tuition and our teachers work at a lower salary because of their dedication
to the mission of Catholic education at St. Joseph. We make every attempt to keep
yearly tuition increases at a modest level, yet nearly 30% of our families are receiving
some form of tuition assistance in order to give their children
the gift of a Catholic education.
Over the past five years of our existence as an academy, we
have made essential building improvements, but our aging
infrastructure continues to make demands on our limited
financial resources. Our commitment to educating the whole
child is reflected in the numerous, varied co-curricular offerings
that have become an integral part of each child’s education.
While we receive some financial assistance from New York
State in the form of Mandated Service income and are grateful
to the diocese for additional financial help, we need your help,
now more than ever before, to meet our expenses. The most
recent audited figures — those for the 2016-2017 academic
year reveal a per pupil cost of $7,725. However, Catholic
tuition for a single child during the same year was $5,050,
leaving a gap of $2,675 per Catholic child that we had to
bridge just to meet our overall expenses for that school year.
In short, to continue our great mission — we need your help.
Your gift in whatever amount possible will assist future generations
of children to benefit as you did from a St. Joseph education.

“Graduates of the sixties and
before were fortunate in
that their parents paid little
or no tuition because of the
sacrifices of the Sisters of
St. Dominic and lay colleagues
to the educational mission of
the parish. Today, Catholic
education to be strong must
continue to rely on the
sacrifices of people who
wish to give it as a gift to
young children.”

In addition to your contribution, please consider sending us some news about yourself that we could
share with all our alums in the next issue of the magazine. Getting married? Have interesting career
news? Had a recent success? Active in service to others? It’s news that we would like to share with
the entire St. Joseph family. I’d like you to think of Horizons as your magazine to a great extent and
a means of keeping you in contact with one another as well as your alma mater. Just e-mail me at
lnawrocki@sjcalic.org or use the attached envelope to send along information for our Class Notes
section. ✖
S I N C E R E L Y

,

L U K E N AW R O C K I
Principal

p a g e

t h i r t e e n

Horizons in Gold and Blue
The St. Joseph Catholic Academy Magazine
Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn
Vol. 6/No. 1 • Winter 2018

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage
P A I D
Brooklyn, NY
Permit No. 487

St. Joseph Catholic Academy
28-46 44TH STREET
L O N G I S L A N D C I T Y, N Y 1 1 1 0 3
(718) 728-0724
W W W. S J C A L I C . O R G

Principal
Luke Nawrocki

Board of Directors
Brother Joseph Rocco, S.C., Chair
Herta Fuchs, Vice-Chair
Sister Joan Martin, O.P., Secretary
Frank Lewis, Treasurer
Anne Marie Anzalone • Brian Colomban
Joseph D’Angelo • Christopher Vlacich
Pastors of the Aligned Parishes
St. Joseph: Reverend Vincent Miceli
Most Precious Blood: Reverend Vedran Kirincic
Corpus Christi: Reverend Patrick West
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel: Monsignor Sean Ogle ’64
St. Rita: Reverend Jose Carlos daSilva
St. Patrick: Reverend Robert Powers
Horizons in Gold and Blue is published by the
Development Office of St. Joseph Catholic Academy.
Address changes • Please email us at info@sjcalic.org
Correspondence • Horizons in Gold and Blue welcomes your
thoughts and comments addressed to info@sjcalic.org
Web address • www.sjcalic.org

M i s s i o n

S u n d a y

Please follow us on Facebook!
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Students representing the
Academy attended a special
liturgy celebrated by Bishop
Massa at St. James Pro-Cathedral
on World Mission Sunday,
October 21, at which St. Joseph
was among several academies
to have received a mission award
for outstanding participation in
the Propagation of the Faith
Program of the diocese for the
2017-2018 academic year. ✖
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Faith development, academic excellence,
and opportunities for service learning
characterize the education in our Catholic
schools and academies.

