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(1) Learning about movement: the 
third graders and dancers from the 

Amy Marshall Modern Dance Company
after their performance for the students.
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(5) Eighth graders displaying their 
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(6) Dressing up for Halloween
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D E A R F R I E N D S ,

I am pleased to be in contact with you again through another issue of our Academy
magazine, Horizons in Gold and Blue.  Among the unique and invigorating aspects 
of being in education is the reality that there are always exciting and new experiences
in every academic year.  I’m grateful to have the vehicle of this magazine to share 
many of those experiences with you.   

In this issue, I am happy to report about the following programs and activities:
◗ Strategic Plan — the Academy’s three-year strategic plan to preserve viable 

Catholic elementary education at St. Joseph 
◗ Catholic Identity — several of the programs/events that reflect Pope Francis’ 

view that our Catholic educational institutions “are a precious means for making 
a contribution to the progress of the Church and of society as a whole”

◗ New and Emerging Programs — co-curricular activities that advance the 
Academy’s mission to educate the whole child 

◗ Service Learning — events and activities that teach the importance of sharing 
one’s time and talents with others; 

◗ Academics — including our efforts to upgrade technology resources to meet the 
demands of 21st Century teaching and learning.

◗ Alumni News — in particular, the generosity of our alums. 

Those of us, principal, faculty and staff, who are the 
current custodians of the rich traditions at St. Joseph 
are grateful you, our parent and alumni/ae communities,
for your support.  The financial sacrifices that you 
make through the contributions to our annual fund 
or through your tuition support enable us to continue 
to provide the students with a Catholic education at
approximately one-third the cost per student in the 
public sector.  

We deeply appreciate those sacrifices 
that enable the children to receive the 
gift of a Catholic education at St. Joseph 
Catholic Academy.  ◗

S I N C E R E L Y ,

L U K E N A W R O C K I
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“Among the unique
and invigorating

aspects of being in
education is the 

reality that there are
always exciting and
new experiences in

every academic year.”



p a g e  o n e

New Alignments
T h e  M e r g i n g  o f  P a r i s h e s  f o r  C o n t i n u e d  E d u c a t i o n

T H E C A T H O L I C L A N D S C A P E
has dramatically changed 

in Long Island City over the last fifteen to twenty years.  
Among the changes has been the closing of several parish 
schools that educated thousands of children whose families 
worshipped in the parishes that had direct financial responsibility
for supporting those schools.  Demographic changes and the
emergence of the Charter movement forced parish and diocesan
leadership to make the heartbreaking decisions to close a number
of parish elementary schools.

Recognizing the loss for many Catholic families who 
continue to reside in Long Island City and who worship in their
respective parish churches, Bishop DiMarzio has aligned St.
Joseph Catholic Academy with six parishes: St. Joseph, Corpus
Christi, Most Precious Blood, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. Rita,
and St. Patrick.  Currently, in addition to many non-Catholic 
families who choose Catholic education for their children, 
St. Joseph Catholic Academy is blessed to have a robust enroll-
ment of Catholic families that includes children from all six of 
the aligned parishes.  If you received your education at one of 
the now closed parish schools in Long Island City, please know
that St. Joseph welcomes new families from your former parish
and strives each day to keep Catholic education a vibrant option
for them.

Also, we are sending our magazine to all the alums for 
whom we have active addresses from all six aligned parishes 
to keep them informed about how Catholic education continues
to serve the faithful in Long Island City/Astoria.  You can 
help us reach many more of these alums by contacting us at
www.sjcalic.org/alumni to provide names, addresses, emails of
members of your graduation class who are currently known 
to you.  Anything that you can do to assist us locate your class-
mates is greatly appreciated and will help us to keep Catholic 
education alive for many families who continue to seek it for 
their children.  ◗

“If you received your
education at one of 

the now closed parish
schools in Long Island
City, please know that

St. Joseph welcomes 
new families from your

former parish and
strives each day to keep

Catholic education a
vibrant option for them.

top: Members of the Honor
Guard standing outside 
the main entrance to the
Academy which proudly 
displays the six parish align-
ments on a newly installed
awning.

bottom: A welcoming 
sentiment from current to
prospective students from 
the newly aligned parishes.

”



Yoga andMindfulness Classes
a t  S a i n t  J o s e p h  C a t h o l i c  A c a d e m y

p a g e  t w o

T H E P R A C T I C E O F M I N D F U L N E S S
at any age is learning how to pay

attention to what is happening right now.  We are able to pay attention to any activity
throughout our day—seeing, hearing, walking, eating, reading, writing, homework,
our thoughts, our feelings, or breathing for even a brief moment.  However, this is not
easy for us or our children to do in our modern, multi-dimensional, stressed, hurry-up
world.  Children today are often coming to school tired, but wired.  They can feel
overwhelmed, stressed, bored, and they are easily distracted.  Where is the “pause”
button in their lives?  By practicing mindfulness, children learn how to pause, to
slow down, even for a moment, to catch their breath, and get a better sense of what
they need in that moment.  Mindfulness can help children calm upsetting thoughts 
in their heads, and it also helps them understand their emotions, especially difficult
emotions like anger, fear, and stress. Mindfulness helps children improve their relation-
ships, their self-regulation, and their focus and concentration at school and at home.

I like to tell my students that our mind, which is the thinking part of our brain, 
is like the weather.  It is always changing.  We are more than our thoughts, emotions,
words, actions, likes or dislikes.  When children learn to pay attention and cultivate
moments of mindfulness, they begin to realize that their moods, energy levels, opin-
ions, thoughts, and emotions change many times throughout the day—just like the
weather.  Every moment of awareness, like each new breath, is a fresh start.  When 
we are mindful, we become aware of many moments that may previously have gone
unnoticed throughout our day.  We become more alive, more grateful, more patient,
and tolerant.  We are more likely to choose a mindful response and not react if we
remember to take a couple of slow, deep breaths.

Yoga and
Mindfulness

classes 
conducted at 

the school

b y  A n n e  M a r i e  C u l l i n a n e



p a g e  t h r e e

Ann-Marie Cullinane

Learning to cultivate mindfulness requires compas-
sion, practice, and patience.  The children in third through
sixth grade have come to know this as the cultivation 
of heartfulness.  Everyone is on his/her own path in life,
and we cannot expect to know everything about our own
or another student’s experience.  Mindfulness requires 
that we have compassion and kindness for ourselves and
others.

As the weather gets colder this winter, the children
may not be able to go outdoors for recess and this 
can make it more difficult for them to focus at school.
Therefore, they will be spending more time in our yoga
room during their scheduled mindfulness classes.  Yoga
comes from the Sanskrit word “Yui” which means to
unite.  Yoga for children is a fun way for them to exercise
their minds, their bodies, and their hearts.  It lets them
release built up tension and stress in a fun, safe, creative,
and positive environment.  Yoga helps children feel calmer,
and they become more connected to themselves and 
others.  A calm relaxed mind and body can help facilitate
learning, and this can help improve their behavior in 
the classroom.  Children need time to relax and recharge
throughout the school day. ◗

Some Simple 
Mindfulness Suggestions 

◗ Take three slow deep breaths 
before you get out of bed.

◗ Eat the first three bites 
of any meal or snack slowly.

◗ Look up at the sky 
when you go outdoors.

◗ Notice how your feet connect with 
the ground when you sit down.

◗ Think each day of three things 
that went well for you that day, 
no matter how small, before you 
go to bed.

A N N E - M A R I E C U L L I N A N E
is a 

certified adult and children’s yoga and mind-
fulness teacher, workshop presenter, and health
and wellness coach.  She is a former elemen-
tary school teacher with a BA in Elementary
Education.  Ms. Cullinane spent several years
working as a Director of Staffing and Develop-
ment in various corporate and non-profit
organizations.  Five years ago, she returned to
education and founded Yoga Tools 4 Schools.
She creates unique yoga and mindfulness-
based health and wellness programs that are
designed to promote happier, healthier, calmer,
and more resilient children from pre-k to
eighth grade.  Ms. Cullinane believes that yoga
is a wonderful outlet for children and their
educators to counter modern day stresses and
redirect their energy in a more positive, mean-
ingful way. ◗



Catholic Identity

p a g e  f o u r

E V E R Y Y E A R , each of the academies within our diocese is
required to submit a report to Bishop DiMarzio detailing the elements
of Catholic identity reflected in academy activities throughout the 
year.  In his last letter indicating approval of St. Joseph’s Catholic
Identity Report, Bishop DiMarzio wrote, “The students at your 
academy are the future of this country, this city, and the Church within
the Diocese of Brooklyn.  Please be assured of my continued prayers
for the members, the directors, the principal, faculty, staff, and families 
associated with the academy.”

Our Catholic Identity is strong at the Academy and is reflected 
in daily prayer, regular liturgical and sacramental celebrations, 
classroom visits by the pastors of the aligned parishes, and the many 
service learning opportunities that are offered to the children and 
their families. ◗

Sister Virginia Barry,
C.S.J, addresses the
classes about her more
than thirty years of
work in the Missions 
in Brazil.

For the past thirty-nine years,
Mrs. Grieco has been writing 

a different Christmas play 
that is performed by all the 

students for the entire Academy 
community. Each year, the 

play opens with a re-enactment
of the story of the Nativity.



p a g e  f i v e

The children met in Big and Little Brother and Sister
groups after Christmas to develop resolutions for the
New Year, and the Academy community gathered 
for a special liturgy at St. Joseph Church where Father
West, pastor of Corpus Christi Church, celebrated the
liturgy and blessed the children’s resolutions.

The fifth and sixth graders participated in
the Christmas Liturgy taped at the Passionist
Monastery in Jamaica and broadcast 
on cable networks on December 25.  The
following is an excerpt from a letter written
to Mr. Nawrocki by the production coordi-
nator for Passionist Ministries:

“Thank you very much for allowing your
academy to attend our Christmas taping.
They were the best congregation of students
we have had. They were very patient with
our delay in start time, responded loudly,
knew all the prayers and sang the songs.
Many other times we have had to cut 
during the taping to ask the students to
respond better so the mics can pick up their
voices. Not so with your students. They are
welcome to return as many times as you
like. Father Paul and the other priests were
very impressed with them.”

left: The lobby Advent Wreath serves as a
reminder of Advent as a preparation time
for the arrival of Jesus at Christmas.

right: On World Mission Sunday, October 23,
2016, the Academy was awarded a Mission
Award at St. James Pro-Cathedral for 
having the largest donation to the missions
from schools and academies with over 250
children in Queens.

left & right: Among several drives for the
needy sponsored by student government 
is the Christmas Toy Drive. This year more
than 125 toys were donated for youngsters
in St. Margaret Mary Parish who would not
otherwise have had a Christmas present 
this year.

below: Before the close of the Holy Year 
of Mercy in November, our sixth graders,
pictured with Monsignor Ogle, pastor, 
made a pilgrimage to the Holy Doors at 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, one of 
our aligned parishes.



P A R T O F T H E M I S S I O N
of St. Joseph Catholic Academy 

is to provide our students with a well-rounded foundation for future
learning and life.  To that end we have instituted a comprehensive
educational program that addresses the spiritual, intellectual, social,
emotional and physical aspects of growth.

Through exploration, active engagement, and positive, rich inter-
actions, children in our early childhood programs learn structure,
coping mechanisms, accepting others from diverse backgrounds and
abilities, and responsibility and respect for others.  In addition to
classroom activities, children are involved in the following activities:
yoga, music, art, physical education, outdoor playground play, and
gross and fine motor activities.

In addition to following a technology-infused curriculum to 
meet the New York State Standards in ELA, mathematics, science 
and social studies, as well as a program of religious instruction and
activities, students at various stages from kindergarten to eighth 
grade are provided rich experiences in the following areas: music, art,
yoga, mindfulness, Spanish, Mandarin, drama, dance, and physical
education.

Educating the
W h o l e  C h i l d

p a g e  s i x

Pictured are first 
and eighth grade 
Big and Little Brothers
and Sisters enjoying 
a Christmas Bingo
event.

After teaching the 
children about 
movement and dance
during physical 
education class, the
members of the Amy
Marshall Dance troupe
perform during a 
culminating assembly.

“Through exploration, active 
engagement, and positive, 

rich interactions, children in 
our early childhood programs 

learn structure, coping 
mechanisms, accepting others

from diverse backgrounds and 
abilities, and responsibility 

and respect for others. ”



p a g e  s e v e n

top photos: In addition to regular science class,
students in Grades 1 through 8 have a regularly

scheduled science lab with Mr. Saez and 
occasionally with assistance from upper class 

students who serve as lab assistants.

bottom photos: Stages on the Sound is a theater
education residency program that has worked

with our Academy students for several years.
Pictured are first graders during a class exercise

pretending to be flying penguins.

◗ Qualified eighth graders may participate in an Academic 
Consortium in Algebra I and/or Earth Science at Monsignor 
McClancy Memorial High School.  

◗ The Amy Marshall Dance Company provides experiences in 
modern dance through a month-long residency program for all 
students at the Academy.

◗ Stages on the Sound offers the students in first, second, third 
and fourth grades experiences in playwriting and filmmaking in 
a fifteen-week residency program.

◗ The six-week residency programs of The Children’s Theatre of 
New York City offers students in kindergarten, first, second, 
fifth and sixth grades opportunities for storytelling and dramatic 
interpretation set to music.  

◗ The Rooted Mind provides the children in kindergarten through 
eighth grade a study of Greek and Latin Roots to improve vocab-
ulary acquisition.  

◗ The Big and Little Brother and Sister Program pairs younger and 
older children who meet monthly throughout the year in grade 
level groups for religious, social and academic events and activities
while teaching cooperation and mutual respect.  

◗ The Delete Day Leaders Program teaches leadership skills and 
responsibility to act appropriately on social media.

◗ The Aquinas Society offers gifted students in the upper grades 
challenging academic subjects to pursue and culminates in their 
participation in a diocesan symposium where they share their 
projects with schools and academies throughout the diocese.

◗ The eight graders participate in the Annual National History Day 
Competition—last year winning certificates in several categories 
of competition.

◗ Violin and Band Instruction is offered after dismissal on 
Wednesdays to children beginning in third grade.

◗ The Young Readers Club for third and fourth graders as well as 
the Creative Writing Club for seventh and eighth graders meet 
weekly after dismissal.

◗ We are currently exploring the addition of a Young Inventor’s 
Club. ◗



Strategic Planning

p a g e  e i g h t

Academic Excellence
The academic program provides the scope
and structure that nurtures the spiritual,
intellectual, and developmental needs of
students.  The strength and vitality of the
academic program, inclusive of all curric-
ular offerings, extra-curricular offerings,
and educational and developmental 
support services, forms the basis upon
which schools are compared and rated by
society at large.  The instructional pro-
gram must include effective supervision
and evaluation of teacher performance, a
common set of learning standards, student
achievement measures, and adequate
educational resources to meet student
learning needs and enable each to reach
his or her full potential.  A strong aca-
demic program is a compelling incentive
that can attract new students and retain
current students.
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE GOALS:
◗ To increase critical thinking 

initiatives in the content areas.
◗ To nurture a culture where educators 

have opportunities for professional
development.

Enrollment, Marketing 
and Development
A comprehensive and updated enrollment
program and admissions process is vital
to building enrollment in the schools.
The admissions process must be welcom-
ing and professional.  Strong educational 
programs along with a variety of extra-
curricular before and after school pro-
grams are essential for enrollment stabili-
ty.  Enrollment stability and growth are
essential to the vitality of the academy.

In today’s competitive environment,
utilizing an effective marketing program 
is essential to the continued development

D U R I N G T H E 2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6
academic year, along with five

other academies within the diocese, St. Joseph Catholic Academy 
participated in a strategic planning process under the guidance of
Catholic Education Consultants (CEC) and the leadership in the
Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese of Brooklyn/Queens.  Our goal
—the development of a three-year action plan for the academy—was
achieved in the spring of 2016 and approved by Bishop DiMarzio
prior to the start of the current academic year in September 2016.

The five areas addressed in the plan are: (1) Catholic Identity, 
(2) Academic Excellence, (3) Enrollment, Marketing and Development,
(4) Governance and Leadership, and (5) Finance.  St. Joseph Catholic
Academy’s mission statement along with the work St. Joseph Catholic
Academy had completed as part of the Diocese of Brooklyn Strategic
Plan for Preserving the Vision served as foundational documents for
the strategic planning process. A Strategic Planning Committee was
formed and input was sought from current parents, faculty and board
directors.

A formal review of all goals, objectives and action steps was 
facilitated by CEC in consultation with the chairpersons of the five
committees.

St. Joseph Catholic Academy Mission Statement
St. Joseph Catholic Academy is committed to the development of 
students of diverse backgrounds and faiths from nursery through
eighth grade by providing a well-rounded foundation for future
learning and life.  Our partnership between school and home utilizes
the Gospel message as well as the latest advances in technology and
learning to empower students to serve God and each other by being
well-mannered, well-educated, responsible, and compassionate citizens
of the global community.

Catholic Identity
The religious mission of a Catholic school, its Catholic identity and
faith formation, is the soul of the school's program and activities.
Religious mission is the factor that distinguishes Catholic schools 
from other educational options.  In order to maintain success in these
changing times, there must be a strong collaborative effort among all
levels of St. Joseph Catholic Academy to maintain and enhance the
school’s Catholic Identity.  
CATHOLIC IDENTITY GOALS:
◗ To continually enhance the Catholic Identity of St. Joseph 

Catholic Academy.
◗ To ensure that St. Joseph Catholic Academy keeps our 

commitment to the message and mission of Jesus Christ alive.



way for St. Joseph Catholic Academy 
for the next three years.  To realize the
full benefit of the plan, it will require 
sustained leadership from the Board of
Directors and the ongoing involvement 
of stakeholders.

The work accomplished through the
strategic planning process has resulted in
a well-defined foundation to build upon
the traditions of the past and create a 
unified direction to sustain and revitalize
Catholic school education at St. Joseph
Catholic Academy.

In the relatively short time since the
adoption of the plan in September, the
Academy has begun to respond to the
goals set forth in the strategic plan by 
hiring a consultant who has designed a
more formal outreach to alums, created 
a new web site, launched in August, and
has begun to increase the presence of the
Academy on social media.  The Home
Academy Association has been revitalized
to include several standing committees
and an evening parenting workshop series
has been instituted to keep parents better
informed and involved.  The mission
statement is now proudly displayed in
each classroom and is read aloud by all
students each morning during morning
prayer.

During the professional development
time built into the monthly schedule,
teachers meet to discuss academic issues
which include the development of meth-
ods to increase the critical thinking skills
of the students from kindergarten through
eighth grade.  ◗

p a g e  n i n e

and growth of the institution.  A value proposition and proprietary
strengths that distinguish Catholic schools from other educational
options are necessary to sustain current enrollment and attract new
students.  This message must be communicated not only to Catholic
parents, but to all parents, and to the broader community of alumni,
parishioners, civic and political leaders, and the community at large.
ENROLLMENT, MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
◗ To expand St. Joseph Catholic Academy's presence in the social 

media.
◗ To expand our development efforts.
◗ To maintain and increase student enrollment at 2015-2016 levels.

Governance and Leadership
The success of Catholic schools depends on the key components of
effective governance and leadership.  Catholic school governance and
leadership can be seen as a ministry that promotes and protects the
responsibilities and rights of the school community.  Governance 
and leadership based on the principles and practices of excellence are
essential to insuring the Catholic identity, academic excellence, and
operational vitality of the school.
GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP GOALS:
◗ To broaden the representation on the Board of Directors.
◗ To foster a spirit of collaboration between and among all stake-

holders of the St. Joseph Catholic Academy community.
◗ To recognize the professionalism, expertise and leadership 

qualities of our administrators, faculty and support staff.

Finance
In any organization, finances are the bedrock upon which all facets 
of the organization are built.  Enrollment, the efficacy of the academic
program, acquiring and retaining highly qualified personnel, the struc-
tural integrity of the buildings, etc. are all driven by the financial
health and vitality of the school.
FINANCE GOALS:
◗ To create a contingency Plant Fund.
◗ To explore additional non-traditional revenues to support tuition 

assistance and operational funds.
◗ To formalize cash management procedures.

Conclusion
The work of the Strategic Planning Committee reflects the best think-
ing of many people who believe in the value of Catholic education and
want those benefits for all students at St. Joseph Catholic Academy.

The strategic directions set forth in this plan provide a clear path-



In its second year, the parent evening workshop series has been 
very successful according to the parents who have participated.  On
November 15 and December 1, the Academy offered several evening
workshops on a variety of topics of interest to parents, including
Yoga, Bullying versus Bad Behavior, Praying in Color, Communicating
with Your Pre-Teen for Positive Results, Communicating with Your
Children (in Spanish), and Painting a Winter Wonderland.  Some of
the parent feedback includes:
◗ “This painting workshop was excellent. It was relaxing and informative. I never knew I could paint.”
◗ “Fabulous presentation by Mrs. Sanchez.  Our children are lucky to have you as their art teacher.”
◗ “I learned 101 ways to praise a child.”
◗ “I learned how to communicate more clearly without losing control.”
◗ ”I learned about how important it is to listen to our children.”
◗ “I learned about how to empower my children and how to use ‘I’ messaging.”

A second workshop evening is scheduled for Tuesday, March 7, and will include additional topics 
that have been suggested by parents.  ◗

p a g e  t e n

Y e a r  2

W o r k i n g  T o g e t h e r

In October, the eighth graders took a field trip to the Winter Garden
Theater to catch a performance of “School of Rock”—the Andrew
Lloyd Weber musical that featured one of their own classmates in
the role of Billy—the Stylist.  For many, it was their first Broadway
theatre experience, and they loved it.  ◗

B r o a d w a y

S J C A  G o e s  t o

Parent workshop participants displaying their 
watercolors inspired by the Claude Monet painting.



p a g e  e l e v e n

Wi-fi is accessible throughout the Academy and 
all instructional areas have been equipped with
SMARTBoard technology for several years.  As these
boards have begun to age and replacement parts 
are becoming harder to obtain, we have introduced
Triumph Boards for their durability, resolution, 
compatibility with I-pads, and additional features.  ◗

B o a r d  T e c h n o l o g y

I n t e r a c t i v e

Tours and Registration 
for September Classes

Week of May 8—
see web site for details:
www.sjcalic.org  ◗

i n  M a y  2 0 1 7

S p r i n g  O p e n  H o u s e

come join us!

top: New Triumph Board

bottom: Eighth grader at 
a SMARTBoard



p a g e  t w e l v e

We are grateful to the three-hundred and twenty-one alums that have made a contribu-
tion to the development efforts of the Academy from September 2012 through December
2016.  The total contributions which include the two current parents, a friend of the
Academy, and the estate of John J. Dolan, Class of 1950, amount to $145,176.  Best
wishes from the current students who are the direct beneficiaries of your generosity.

H e l p i n g  t o  S u p p o r t  S t .  J o s e p h

A l u m n i  C o n t r i b u t i o n s

1938 
Krejci, John
Solimino, Mary
1939
Quinn O.P., Charles
1940
Deasy, Elaine
McHugh, Marilyn
1941
O’Reilly, Teresa Sheehan
1944
Cullen, Margaret
Fuchs, Herta C.
Woodward, Marian
1945
Boylan, Philip
Collins, Nora
Kilkelly, Frank
McManus, Barry
Parks, Charlotte
1946
Cummings, Arthur
DeRosa, George
Finan, William
Geronimo, Joseph
Ilchert, Beverly
Keane, Vincent
Keating, Francis 

& Joan Storch
McLoughlin, Patricia
Smith, Philip
Smith, Dorothy
1947
Buckley, Margaret
Butler, Veronica
Foley, Francis
Frost, Patricia
Groat, Dorothy
Marek, Robert
Quinn, Eugene & Therese
1948
Boyle, Jeanne
Brisk, Donald
Coleman, Anthony
Conrad, Hilda
Hausmann, Jean
Horak, Elizabeth
Kelly, John
McTague, Alice
1949
Burke, Mary McManus
Doyle, Walter
Gallagher, John
Gressert, Theresa
Hardy, Edward
McNulty, Patricia Mcgrath
O’Neil, Rita
Rice, Patricia Harkin
1950
Burns, Robert
Carbine, Eugene
Carusi, John
Dolan, James

Glamkowski, Edward
Goehring, Edward
Hawkins, William
Lombard, Richard
Reddy, Tom
Sullivan, Daniel
1951
Adams, Catherine
Bradli, Patricia
Burns, Edward
Collins, Cornelius
Connors, James
Fields, Matthew & Joan
Maloney, Mary Alice
O’Connor, John
Walsh, James
1952
Baxter, Jay
Begley, James
Crowley Maureen
Doherty OP, Sr. Jane
Fields, Joan
Hughes, Edward
Keelan, James
Lang, Frank
Maroney, Mary Hurley
Meehan, Margaret
Muldoon, Joseph
Murphy, Thomas
Sena, Vincent
Vrondis, Elizabeth
1953
Begley, Alberta Candia
Burger, William
Carlino, Barbara
Cavanaugh, Michael
Coleman, John & Jane
Crean, Eileen
Gibbons, Peter
Keane, Joseph
Leavy, Edward
Lynch, Thomas
Morley, Walter
Morawski, George
Mullen, Mary Ann
Palumbo, Eileen
Passero, Margaret
Silk, Edward
Tanner, Charles
1954
Barrett, Carolyn
Belmonte, James
Bettigole, Michel
Candia, Joseph
Grady, Joanne
Griffin, John
Hargadon, Brice
Keane (Lang), Marieanne
Keating, James
McGrattan, Mary
Muldoon, Frank
Pannasch, Edward
Silk, Kathleen

1955
Cahill, Cecelia
Donnelly, Joan Schreiber
Grady, Joanne
Hauser, Anna May
Houghton, Allen
Leupold, Robert
Lucey, Dennis
Marsh, Victor
McKeown, William
McQuade, Charles
Rehse, Jeremiah
Ricci, Stella
Roeder, Edmond
Young, Barbara
1956
Agnes, Michael
Candela, Salvatore
Cavanaugh, Catherine 

Catterson
Clark, Carol Ann
Donnelly, James
Farrell, Robert
Foley, Timothy
Griffin, Lawrence
Halpin, Joyce
McCormack, Michael
McCauley, Cecelia
O’Brien, Shelagh
Shay, Thomas H.
1957
Aulbach, Philip
Baxter, Margaret
Candia, Jim
Coleman, Edward
Gaudett, Patrick
Hargadon, Maureen
Lanzone, Richard
Lawlor, James
Lynch, Michael J.
Neglia, John
Salter, William
Tinnelly, James
Zampella, Patty
1958
Begley, John
Healy, John
Mahoney, Anne
Medici, Mario
Moran, Mary Ann
Nagle, Robert
Tomitz, Frank & Ann
1959
Bruno Grasso, Diane
Carbon, Evelyn
Cavanaugh, Margaret
Fox, John
Gaudett, Dennis
Griffin, Maureen
Lantz, Kathy
Parrett, William & Diane
Ruggiero, Regina
Syracuse, Michael

1960
Conroy, John
Dann, Janet
Donohue, Kathleen
Gozdziewski, John
Hattauer, Edward
Horan, James
Nelson, Catherine
Orlando, Roseann
Peterman Geraghty, 

Marianne
Quail, James
Quinn, Terry
Wierer, Richard
1961
Dituri, Joan
Hofelich, Anne
Lynch, John
Williamson, James
1962
Calhoun, Barbara
Dionisio, John
Jaklitsch, Anna
Jappe, Kathleen
Lucey, Neil
Lynch, John
Makowski, Mary
Novak Viviano, Catherine
Plichta, George
1963
Dillon, Joseph
Farrell, James
Hoch, Kenneth
Killian, Linda
Kline, Eileen
Libraro, Philip
Novak, Paul
Ostachowsky, Paul
Paccione, Frank
Petrizzi, Linda
Richmond, Robin
Sliss, Gerald
Terracciano, Anthony
Wright, Patricia
1964
Barnickle, John
Bertone, Steven M.
Gozdziewski, Charles
Iocco, Dominick
Light, Deborah
McCabe, Margaret
Stolfi, Fred
1965
Keane, John
Schmitt, Eric
Shay, Kevin
Westing, Terry
1966
Destefano, Thomas
Mills, Edwin
Potocnik, Frank
Rice, Lewis
Smith, John

Smith (Schatz), Linda
1967
Bainton, Andrew
Butler, Kevin
Dimartino, Raymond
Pavacic, James
Schlatter, Douglas
1968
Cacio, Victor
Lamothe, Mary
Lenoach, Philip
Marin, Allyson
O’Neill, Michael
Parisi, Donna
Rutherford, Ann
Schubert, Ann Marie
Schwartz, Geraldine
Smith, Leonard
Solazzo, Peter
Wanek, John
1969
Christman, Edward
Fassetta, Robert
Kelly, Antonia
Marin, Pamela
O’Connor, Edward
Sweeney, Father William
Tomitz, Ann
1970
Arning, Mark
Baratta, Michael
Bossbaly, Jose
Krejci, Evelyn
Lozzi, Robert
McDermott, Mary
Serventi, Natalie
1971
Bolebruch, Robert
Raftery, John
Carlino, Carmelo
March, James
Ruppel, Warren
1972
Ciorciari, Eileen
Gentilella, Sabato
Jordan, John
Platania, Robert
Roker, Glenn
1973
Buffa, Salvatore
Casamassa, Donna
Feierman, Annette
O’Dwyer, Joyce
1974
Bolkart, Peter
Filipich-Pergamo, Frances
Pecoraro, Christine
1975
Bavaro, Anne
Bosco, Richard
Divirgilio, Anna
Petruccelli, Antimo
Roccia, Anthony
1976
Martin, Mary
Peranio, Mary Anne
1977
Burno, Alice
Grassi, Rocco
1978
Champion, Patricia

1979
Chevalier, Andrea
Solvestri, Maria
1980
Raziano, Anna Marie
1981
Butler, Thomas
Rogers, Thomas
1982
Bryant, Mary
1983
Ferguson, Patrick
Vlkovic, Stephen
Zupicich, Marc
1984
Sullivan, Tracy
1986
Lengyel-Kremenic, Clara
Nuccio, Frank
Patrissi, Mario
1987
Taibi, Elaina
Toal, Lawrence
1988
Beitelman, Cathy
Butkovic, Julie
Kile, Venus
1989
Labrador, Veronica
McKenna, Lorraine
1992
Primiani, Anthony 

& Assuntina
1993
Pimentel, Brenda
1998
DeRosa, Danielle
Dimicco, Gianpaolo
Gallagher, Matthew
1999
Bianco, Justin
2000
Smith, Kristin
2005
Argento, Anthony
2008
Urroz, Olga

UNKNOWN GRADUATION YEAR

Bauer, Angela
Burch, Catherine
Byrne, Anne (deceased)

Csikar, Julius
Fitzgerald, Edward
Griffin, John
Jimenez, Roxanna
Marian, Carol
Scott, Mary
Tomitz, Erwin
Weber, Teresa

GIFTS

Grund, Jeanette 

THE ESTATE OF:
James J. Dolan 

Class of 1950

PARENTS OF

CURRENT STUDENTS

Amerio, Dora 
Dongshi, Sangye 



D E A R A L U M N A A N D A L U M N U S ,

Before we close the pages of this issue of Horizons, I’d like to ask for your assistance
to help keep St. Joseph Catholic Academy a vital and viable Catholic elementary 
academy in the diocese.  

Most importantly, I ask for your continued support — first, by your prayers that 
God will continue to bless the Academy Community for years to come — and second,
by any contribution that you can afford to give.  Graduates of the sixties and before
were fortunate in that their parents paid little or no tuition because of the sacrifices 
of the Sisters of St. Dominic and lay colleagues who contributed their services to 
the educational mission of the parish.  Today, Catholic education to be strong must
continue to rely on the sacrifices of people who wish to give it as a gift to young 
children.   

Our parents make the financial sacrifice of tuition and our teachers work at a
lower salary than their public school counterparts because of our teachers’ dedication
to the mission of Catholic education at St. Joseph.  In short, to
continue our great mission — we need your help.  Your gift will
assist future generations of children to benefit as you did from
a St. Joseph education.

As I was preparing this issue of our magazine, I came
across a newsletter that was published in 1989 in which the
fifth and sixth graders were asked to consider the past and the
future of St. Joseph, and here is what some of them had to say: 
◗ “In 1880, the teachers had desks with lanterns on them.” 
◗ “The kids probably sat on mats on the floor near a stove 

that heated the room.”
◗ “In the future, they will probably have computer blackboards, self-writing pens, and robot teachers.”
◗ “In the future, there will be escalators in the stairwells and bathrooms in the classrooms.”

In that same newsletter were found remembrances from alums that included the following:
◗ “When I graduated in 1925, Father Henn’s dogs kept us on the sidewalk until it was safe to cross.”
◗ “In 1937, Sister Vita taught us in what we called ‘The Shack’ — a two-room school house which 

indeed had a coal stove for heating.  We had to fetch the coal for it every morning.”
◗ “In 1948, Miss Patrailia was our music teacher, and I remember she told me not to sing.”
◗ “In 1959, I met my future wife at a confraternity dance.”
◗ “In 1988, my favorite teacher was Mrs. Pender. She always had a smile for us.  On Teacher 

Recognition Day, our class gave her a #1Teacher charm.  The next day she gave us a beautiful 
note that showed how much she loved us.” (Mrs. Pender is still smiling and teaching junior-high 
ELA at the Academy some twenty-nine years later.) 

Please consider sending us some of your remembrances or news about yourself that we could share 
with all our alums in the next issue of the magazine.  Getting married?  Had a recent success?  Active 
in service to others?  It’s news that we would like to share with the entire St. Joseph family.  I’d like you
to think of Horizons as your magazine to a great extent and a means keeping you in contact with one
another as well as your alma mater.  Just e-mail us at info@sjcalic.org or visit the Academy website at 
www.sjcalic.org/alumni.  ◗

S I N C E R E L Y ,

L U K E N A W R O C K I
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“Our parents make the financial
sacrifice of tuition and our

teachers work at a lower salary
than their public school counter-

parts because of our teachers’
dedication to the mission of

Catholic education at St. Joseph.”



Getting married?  Had a recent success?  Active in service to others?  It’s news 
that we would like to share with the entire St. Joseph family.  Just e-mail me at
info@sjcalic.org with news or use the attached envelope to send along information 
for our Class Notes section.  Please include your year of graduation.

We would like to provide more opportunities for alums to gather together to share
memories and life experiences in elementary school.  We would like to begin a 
program of reunions, but we need help from you to serve as a contact person for 
the alums from your graduating class.  If you are willing to help, please contact us 
via landmail or email at info@sjcalic.org.

Please follow us on Facebook!

C l a s s  N o t e s

C o n s i d e r  V o l u n t e e r i n g  t o  b e  a  C l a s s  C a p t a i n
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